
INT./DAY - AI COMPANY’S HEADQUATERS  

Catherine, a scientist in her 50’s, is sitting at a conference 

table in the middle of a large open work space. She’s waiting by 

herself. She's in civilian clothes. She's wearing her security 

access badge. She has an impassive face that inspires authority. 

                 

JAMES  

Enters the room. Walks towards other employees sitting in 

the distance and asks them to leave, which they do right 

away. He has a confident and arrogant gait. He doesn’t 

greet the scientist and starts asking his question before 

sitting down, while laying out his notes on the table, in 

front of him. 

We're here to establish what happened during the I-

S-32 collaborative research project in computer 

decision analysis and what to do about it in the 

coming weeks. You're the head of programming for 

the project, is that correct? 

CATHERINE  

(Dry) 

It is. 

JAMES  

(Smiles briefly and resumes) 

Do you have a problem with this interview being 

filmed? 

He points at the camera installed in the room 

CATHERINE 

I don’t. 

JAMES  

(Presses record on the camera) 
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Do you understand that this recording may be used 

by the consortium for any purpose it considers 

useful in the future? 

CATHERINE 

Yes. 

JAMES 

All right, then let's get started. 

CATHERINE 

(Cold with authority) 

How about you? 

JAMES 

(Surprised) 

Me? 

CATHERINE 

Who are you? What is your position for the company 

and regarding this matter? 

JAMES 

(Warmer) 

It's only fair, I didn't introduce myself. My name 

is James Ratched, I'm a regular independent 

consultant for the consortium that employs you. I 

am called upon to solve problems that are 

considered complex. And it seems to me that your 

project falls precisely into this category, am I 

wrong? 

CATHERINE 

(annoyed) 

No, I guess not. 
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JAMES 

(Condescending) 

Isn't it uncommon for a woman to be appointed to 

head a project of this magnitude? 

CATHERINE 

(surprised of this attack) 

... 

JAMES 

(Continues quickly) 

How was I-S-32’s design? Funny name for artificial 

intelligence, isn't it? 

VISUAL INSERT AS THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES 

Cut to a large room filed with rows of racks of the 

supercomputer. 

CATHERINE - VOICE-OVER 

Sophie's just a nickname we gave it, it was a com 

op. Following resistance that had been expressed 

in civil society, the idea was to make the project 

popular with the public… 

END OF INSERT 

BACK TO THE AI COMPANY’S HEADQUATERS 

JAMES 

(Cutting her off) 

People thought the AI was going to take over their 

lives eventually. 

CATHERINE 
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(scornful) 

Yeah, when it's not like that at all. The idea 

with this project was to create an artificial 

intelligence to assist decision making. But this 

one would not be executive, it would remain a 

support. 

JAMES 

But the communications operation you're talking 

about emphasized that the company's goal was to 

help humanity solve intractable problems. 

CATHERINE 

Rather, it was about programming an AI to be able 

to offer new solutions to problems with a high 

level of complexity. Kind of like you, but better. 

She smiles. 

JAMES 

(warmer) 

Appreciate it. No, really! Don't think otherwise. 

Besides, I don't want there to be any confusion 

about my role here. We're not enemies, I'm just 

trying to understand what happened, and make 

decisions to set things right. 

CATHERINE 

(defensive) 

And if you eventually find out that some 

responsibility is involved along the way, you 

won't hesitate to knock heads. 

JAMES 

We're not there yet.   
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What I'd like you to do is to tell me things in 

the order they happened. Exactly as you would do 

with someone who doesn't know anything about it. 

Remember that I must then address the consortium. 

CATHERINE 

Project I-S-32 was established almost exactly two 

years ago, following the failure of I-S-31. 

JAMES 

Did the previous project fail? 

CATHERINE 

Yes, but it was a highly probable scenario. What 

we are trying to do with this specific AI model in 

terms of composite integration has a high 

probability of failure. The I-S-32 project was the 

first singularity experiment with such a 

satisfactory success factor. We are the first to 

have achieved this at the global level. 

JAMES 

It's a fantastic achievement.   

CATHERINE 

(remains neutral) 

Yes. 

JAMES 

And yet... What happened? 

VISUAL INSERT AS THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES - cut to SUPERCOMPUTER 

slow movement through the aisles of racks of the supercomputer 

room 

CATHERINE - VOICE-OVER 

Amanda Bird

Amanda Bird
END

Amanda Bird
“JAMES” SCENE 2 PAGE 2/2


